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IBMYP Mathematics Course, Pre-AP 7th grade Mathematics
Mr. Vigil

2014-2015 School Year

Our aim this year is to help you to “appreciate the usefulness, power, and beauty of mathematics” (International Baccalaureate Organization, 2007).
IBMYP Mathematic Units:
This year’s units of study will include Real NUMBERS AND SCIENTIFIC NOTATION, PROPORTIONAL AND NON-PROPORTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS, LINEAR EQUATIONS, FUNCTIONS, ANGLE RELATIONSHIPS, PYTHAGOREAN THEOREM, VOLUME AND SURFACE AREA OF GEOMETRIC SOLIDS, SOLVING EQUATIONS AND INEQUALITIES, TRANSFORMATIONS AND CONGRUENCE, DILATIONS AND SIMILARITY, SCATTERPLOTS, PROBABILITY, SAMPLING, FINANCIAL LITERACY, READINESS AND SUPPORTING STANDARDS REVIEW, FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY, AND PROPORTIONAL AND NON-PROPORTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS. 
Approaches to Learning: 
This year a focus will be placed on acquiring several Approaches to Learning (ATLs), focusing on their usefulness in mathematics courses. 

· Organizational Skills – this is our personal strength we have a lot to share.

· Communication Skills – emphasis will be placed on both oral and written skills using correct mathematical language, symbols and notation and various forms of representation.

· Collaborative Skills – the ability to work as a member of a team, listening to and interacting with others (in whole class and small group), respecting and considering different points of view. 

· Knowledge-acquisition Skills – understanding of mathematical concepts and ideas.

· Problem-solving Skills – math strategies to solve problems.
· Reflection Skills – evaluation of one’s own work and performance.
There will also be a focus on work ethic and work attitudes which are Approaches to Learning (ATLs) with an emphasis on their application across the curriculum and outside of school as well.

· Preparedness (see Materials Needed)

· Punctuality – please do NOT be late to class

· Assignments completed by the due date

· Showing care for the work you complete

Daily Expectations:

We must work together to achieve a consistent learning environment by adhering to the following:

1. Be kind; treat everyone fairly and with RESPECT (individuals, groups and community). 
2. Once you are in the classroom you are in.  As soon as the bell rings you are in your seat writing in your planner and then completing your Daily Math Review (DMR).

3. Be prepared with all necessary materials including completed homework.

4. No food, drinks, or gum!!

5. The bell does not dismiss you.
You are expected to take responsibility for your own actions and the consequences that accompany them (IBMYP learner profile – be principled). 
Materials needed:
Purchased math quadrille notebook, two mechanical pencils, Red color checking pen, Light Blue or Light Green highlighter
Grading policy:

At Home Practice will be given every day.

· Homework assignments will be reviewed, discussed and graded. Students will be instructed to do homework in math notebook or handouts.  Homework will count 10 points.   
· Problem Solving Assignments (PSA’s) will be assigned periodically.  These assignments will count as a single 100 point grade.  They will require in-depth problem solving and you will be given longer than 1 class period to complete them.
· Class-work assignments will be completed and turned in before class ends.  This work represents a formative assessment that will be graded on content mastery and completion.  This will help you become principled i.e. focused and working diligently on your work.
Check Points will be given at mid-week.
Quizzes will be counted twice; prior notice will be given.  IBMYP rubrics can be used.
Exams will be given after each unit, will count 3 times, and several days of prior notice will be given.  IBMYP rubrics can be used.
Projects will count 3 times and IBMYP rubrics will be provided at the time when the project is assigned.
Miscellaneous
· The only way to receive full credit on an assignment is to show your work and show your work using the formatting you have been taught.

· Daily Math Review (DMR) is a required warm-up. Sometimes it is worth bonus points. 
Dear Parent(s)-
As your child’s teachers we will provide him/her with the information they need to advance and grow during their study of 7th grade mathematics. We want to see your child’s knowledge and confidence in doing mathematics blossom this school year. For your part we feel that it is important for you to encourage their education and instill the values necessary to succeed. 

Thank you very much, 

Mr. L. Vigil



7S Math Teacher and Department Chair               
Lanier Middle School


“An International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme School”
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